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often as these measures happened to be the subject of conversation; that I always had in common with other officers given my opinion upon what was going on, sometimes approving, sometimes disapproving; that neither he nor any other man had any right to exact from me a contrary conduct; and that I would not allow any private interested motive to extract from me a promise which I thought it was unbecoming for me to give.
He said that he should, in that case, feel himself obliged to execute his Majesty's orders. I said I might be sent home and others might follow, but, till he had sent away every officer of the army, I did not believe he could carry his point; that officers would continue to avow their opinions of his measures; that as long as these did not affect their actions, they would consider he had no business to check them; that his conduct to me was, in a high degree, arbitrary and oppressive; that the army, I was certain, would think it so, and that they would not be so abject as to express their approbation of, perhaps, the most unjustifiable act of his whole government. I denied his assertion that I had ever taken any part in the politics of this country, and defied him to point oat any specific action of mine which authorised the representations he had made.
The above is the substance of what I said, but the conversation lasted upwards of half-an-hour; during which my feelings were so strong, and my indignation such as at times to bring tears to my eyes, and for moments to stop my speech. I repeated, however, with much force how unjust and arbitrary his proceeding was, and how little it was calculated to gain the approbation and support he wished; that, hitherto, officers had conceived themselves as much as any other individuals at liberty to express their sentiments upon every subject; that to attempt to deprive them of this, was a degree of tyranny till now unexampled ; that as to my personal dislike to him, which he had stated, I owned that his behaviour to me had given me offence, that I was ignorant of what had occasioned it, but I had felt it. This had actuated me no otherwise than to preventearance andareful to keep his
